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Having been raised a Unitarian 

Universalist since very early 

childhood, I could write volumes 

about how my Unitarian 

Universalist identity was formed 

throughout my life and why I’ve 

chosen to stick with the faith of my 

heritage. And as a seminary-

trained Christian, I could articulate 

a convincing case supporting my 

particular theological views of the 

creation, the incarnation, Christ’s 

death and resurrection, and 

eschatology. But I am not a 

Unitarian Universalist just because 

of a Sunday school class and I’m 

not a Christian just because of my 

theological understanding. In sum, 

I simply don’t know how to be one 

without the other. 

 

My relationship with God was 

initially forged through my love of 

sacred music. Soon after I began 

to attend Sunday school, I joined 

the children’s choir and met God 

in the music we sang; songs with 

texts based on Scripture and 

hymns like “Come Thou Fount of 

Every Blessing,” “For the Beauty 

of the Earth,” and “Praise to the 

Living God.” These songs offered 

me a new way of understanding 

God, and I began to know God as 

the Giver of life. 

 

As I neared the middle of my 

teenage years, my family suffered 

a loss that would forever change 

the trajectory of my spiritual 

growth. My paternal grandfather 

violently took his own life when I 

was just fifteen. In the midst of my 

grief, I struggled with where God 

had been during my grandfather’s 

experience of loneliness and pain. I 

wondered how the Giver of life 

could let this terrible thing happen 

to my family. In response to my 

pain, I felt God reach out to me 

through the love of my minister, 

the Rev. Bobbie Nelson, and again 

through music in hymns like 

“Precious Lord,” “Abide with 

Me,” and “Nearer My God to 

Thee.” Through Bobbie’s sensitive 

pastoral care and the imagery of 

these hymns, I came to depend on 

Christ as my Companion in 

suffering, and I knew God as the 

One capable of making a new 

creation out of even the most 

horrific experiences. 

 

It wasnôt long after my 

grandfatherôs death that I made 

the decision to be baptized. While 

I didn’t completely understand the 

implications of baptism at the time 

(I’m not sure I ever will!), I knew 

it was a ritual that bound me to a 

life of growing in my relationship 

with God through Christ. Also, as 

an adopted child, the language of 

being adopted into God’s family 

through baptism strongly resonated 

with me. Another of the Unitarian 

Universalist ministers at my 

church, the Rev. Doug Taylor, 

helped me to create the ceremony 

and baptized me, fittingly, in the 

children’s chapel. My baptism 

memories are some of the most 

precious in my life. From the 

moment the water touched my 

forehead, I truly felt reborn by 

water and the spirit, and forever 

committed to participate in Godôs 

work of building a holy 

community of love, mercy, and 

justice on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

While in the subsequent period of 

my young adult life I all but left 

the Unitarian Universalist tradition 

in search of a faith home that 

would embrace my Christian 

practice and identity, God called 

me back to the faith and 

congregation of my childhood. 

This time, God spoke to me  

(Continued on page 8) 

    Why I am a Unitarian Universalist Christian  
 Kristin Leigh Grassel, UUCF Board Member and Intern Minister  

Bay Area UU Church near Houston, TX 
Editor's Note: This is the first of a series of testimonials we hope to receive from those within the UUCF;  
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President's Column 
" Religious experience is dynamic, fluid, effervescent, yeasty . . .as 
long as the experience is vital, the only way it can spread is by con-
tagion..." --Howard Thurman  

  
Ever since I got it in my head that I could bake, I 
have been haunted by the effects (or lack thereof) of 
yeast and its aftermath.  For Thanksgiving I made 
one perfect loaf of Lithuanian Honey Bread.  It rose 
perfectly and smelled heavenly.  For Christmas I 
tried making Hungarian Rye, and it failed to 
rise.   Undaunted by previous failures, I've tried mak-
ing rolls, white bread, pumpernickel and Icelandic 
Brown Bread, always starting with great enthusiasm 
and usually yielding to discouragement, because 

about 50% of the time, for whatever reason, my bread dough stares flatly 
back at me. . Thinking that if I just tried hotter or cooler water, a warmer 
house, different flour, newer than new yeast, or said ritualistic prayers 
over the dough, maybe, just maybe, my dough would rise.  
  
It's been frustrating to admit failure (even though I've had 50% success 
rate.)  It's been hard to realize that despite all of my best efforts, including 
prayer and magical thinking, sometimes my bread does not grow.  What's 
missing, I wonder as I keep buying flour and brand-new yeast.  What am 
I doing wrong? The essential question I am missing, however, is what am 
I doing right?   
  
Howard Thurman's quote was taken from one of two brief interviews 
posted on You Tube.  "Religious experience is....yeasty...." he said and 
as soon as he said it, I immediately understood it.  The reason I am so 
persistent about bread baking is because I have come to understand how 
much of it involves sheer mystery.  The combination of water, salt, sugar 
and yeast alone cannot make something rise--it has to be the right com-
bination of those ingredients, in the right order and in the correct tem-
perature, in order for that magic to happen--for the flat, elastic dough to 
begin it's bloom.  Some days, when I'm rushed or distracted or in a grim 
"let's just get this done" mode, I notice that no matter how much I meas-
ure or how often I check the temperature, it won't work.  The magic won't 
happen.   
  
So it is with our spiritual life and the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fel-
lowship.  Your board is in the process of preparing for an every member 
outreach campaign because we not only want to hear from you, we want 
to find out what makes your mind, heart and spirit rise.  Is it the UUCF 
Journal?  Is it Revivals?  Is it the annual communion service at General 
Assembly?  Is it a phone call, a small group, online resources?  Is it 
knowing that you're not alone--that there are over six hundred Unitarian 
Universalists (and some who don't affiliate with Unitarian Universalism) 
who feel drawn to and inspired by the life and teachings of Jesus?   
                                                                                       
                                                                                      Continue on page 8 ) 
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òOne More Step"...UUCF 
Board Retreat 2009  

  

The UUCF Board met in Cleveland at the end of Octo-
ber, 2009, for its every three years Retreat to orient 
new members, review the accomplishments from the 
previous three years since the 2006 retreat, and focus 
on new directions to channel priorities, energy, and re-
sources. Worship was held with each of four sessions 
as well as a closing worship.   
  
One issue was identity and who we now served.  Out of 
this came the new Statement of Welcome: "We are 
non -creedal followers of Jesus rooted in the his-
tory and tradition of Unitarian Universalism.   All 
who wish to freely follow Jesus are welcome to be 
members of the UUCF. The UUCF especially minis-
ters to those who feel they are too UU to be Chris-
tian and too Christian to be UU." To first be a place 
for all free or non-creedal followers of Jesus, but recog-
nizing the special history and roots of and in UUism 
particularly to which we belong and are attracted to. 
And although continuing to be a home for and to serve 
those who are comfortable with their identity as UUs or 
as Christians or as UU Christians, the UUCF will also 
look to be an agent of healing for those who strug-
gle with identity and community.  
  
The next issue was to look at what new programs 
might be needed in the next five years to meet the 
needs of those we serve. Discussion looked at: 
 

ð- helping congregations better serve Christian  
     members,  
 

ð-becoming a national voice among mainline  
     Protestant groups,  
 

ð-hosting regional events and a Revival Road show,  
 

ð-a speakers bureau for UU Christianity,  
 

ð-a study guide for the Christian Voices book,  
 

ð-promoting and spreading personal testimonies  of    
      why I am a UU Christian,  
ð-developing a prayer network,  
 

ð-creating an online Daily Office process for  
     people and small groups to participate in, 
 

ð- sponsoring a multigenerational Mission Trip,  
 

ð-UUCF pilgrimages in the U.S. and overseas,  
 

ð-creating a UUCF outreach DVD and youtube videos,  
 
ð-creating items with UUCF logo to sale. 

 
  
The discussion also looked at what current programs 
and resources and services to keep or change.  
 
ð-General Assembly presence and Revivals  
      were to  continue.  
 
ð-Small groups were to have leadership nurtured.  
 
ð-The Good News periodical will gradually become  
     more of an online work, and to be a part of  
     enhanced email connection with members.  
ð-The UU Christian Journal would have its last current    
all print manifestation with the next issue, celebrating   
the Rev. Tom Wintle's 25 years as editor, and then 
would move to become available in print through print-
on-demand publication, and to transform into a more 
interactive and online theological journal with articles, 
intentional responses to those articles, and commen-
tary from many voices to that dialog, 
  
It was decided the immediate focus was for the 
UUCF to improve its internal structures and build its 
financial resources to be able to carry out its needed 
programs stated above, and simultaneously to improve 
its communications ministry to "spread the word" and 
connect with members. Specifically: to develop a 
"virtual office" for sharing documents and improving 
Board and administrative functions; to make the new 
website content management system more portable 
and usable by more leaders; to take advantage of the 
vast resources we currently have and get older issues 
of the Journal online; to conduct an every member 
Commitment campaign based on a new vision for the 
UUCF; to explore create or offer online curriculum es-
pecially for families and small groups; to become more 
present in social networking sites.  
  
Goals for 2010 were to elect new officers including one 
to fill the seat left vacant by Rev. Suzanne Meyer's ill-
ness; to hold a successful Revival and GA events, to 
find a new Editor for the Good News, to begin the vir-
tual office, to advertise in the UU World, to have an 
every member commitment campaign at Easter, to cre-
ate a realistic budget and financial practices and recog-
nition of members and donors, and to create Board po-
sitions to work on these areas, namely, Kristin Grassel 
and Gil Guerrero became liaisons for Communications; 
Dean Drake and Lillie Mae Henley for Events; Danielle 
Marx-Conwell and Adam Tierney-Eliot for Communi-
ties, Kathleen Rolenz and Peg Bartel for Operations.  
  
Specific Goals for 2011 and 2012, drawn from the vi-
sion items listed above and not prioritized for 2010, 
were slated to be determined by later Board action.  
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UU Christianity and The Edge Effect  
Executive Director Column  Rev. Ron Robinson  

  

Lent is a period for looking backward, evaluating and relinquishing, and looking forward toward Easter and re-
commitment to living more fully in the image of God, especially as given to us in Jesus. This is also the time for me to 
re-orient toward the Big Picture, to re-focus on the Vision calling me forward, that which puts all the smaller tasks and 
responsibilities into the God Perspective. It is one of the reasons I look forward to Lent.  
  
For me, the UUCFôs Big Picture  is about the creation of a space. It is then an ecological metaphor. And the metaphor 

of the space is that of "The Edge Effect." In God's  Good Creation, where nature has been allowed to live 
fully, there are the edge  places where different bioregions converge ; the forest edge, the stream, the 
temperate zones of the mountains, the valleys, the inlets and gulfs, the reefs, and the pathways traced by animals. 
Here where I live it is the meeting place of the prairie and the woodlands. In all of these places, life thrives and experi-
ments and species flourish. One can experience something of the original sense of the Genesis Garden here.  
  
And, in keeping with the biblical narrative, the edge effect can occur from crisis as well, such as from the prairie fire 
that allows for native plants and diversity to be restored when monocultures have taken over, which allows for more 
animal species to join the feast of life in these spaces. Jesus himself used so many ecological metaphors in his teach-
ings and many reflect the importance of the edge effect: leaven that mixes in where it shouldn't, eating with people of 
all conditions, healing and being healed by those who had been cast out, mustard seeds that bring a little chaos into 
the orthodoxy of our lives and expectations. So the cross, a symbol of tyranny, becomes a symbol of rebellion against 
tyrannies, pointing to a deeper truth that the love and life of God is present and at work transforming even the cruelest 
and starkest places. The cross is a  manifestation of this edge effect.  
  

The UUCF, in promoting the free following of Jesus,  creates an edge effect theologically  in the 
world , and in the Unitarian Universalist spheres, and in Christianity itself. Here we create space for different theologi-
cal and spiritual bioregions to converge. Where others would look at this and fear conflict and a loss of identity, and in 
the face of so much of God's abundance they retreat into scarcity reactions, we rejoice and our souls are grown by 
those of so many others. We experience Jesus in the face of others who go by different names; we learned to do this 
from Jesus himself. And this then is our unique species we contribute to the world around us. We give to others the 
gift and the presence of a generosity and a radical trust that has a particular face, one which ironically was never liter-
ally drawn and preserved for the ages, but we don't have to define the shape of that face for others and for all time. 
  

Likewise, on the other end of the spectrum, we  don't stay on the outside just observing  the life 
of the edge effect out of fear that if we go down one path in it  we will miss something going on 
somewhere else , resulting in a life of anxiety. We know that as there is infinity in the palm of the hand and eternity 
in a blade of grass, that going deeper into the study of the path of Jesus will open us up to the ways of our neighbors. 
Even among us within the UUCF, we have our own internal edge effect as we merge our various ways of experiencing 
Jesus. The more we are able to do so the more we are able to help others do so. It is just like our mission to be a 
healing presence in the way of Jesus to those who have been hurt in the name of Jesus.                                                                                                                                 
  
Let us remember too that Lent and all the special seasons of the life of the church are themselves ways we create 

edge effects in our lives and communities. These times of the year juxtapose themselves against the 
daily ways the culture tries to  fashion our lives. As we immerse into them, as in daily prayer times, daily 
random acts of kindness and beauty, daily acts of sacrifice, we experience the full flourishing of God's im-
ages surrounding us.  
  
When you read what is going on in the UUCF in this newsletter, and when you get renewal letters from us, and when 
you are asked to give to special appeals, and when you are asked to be a part of our many planning teams, and to 
begin a group of two or three or more wherever you are, (and CONSIDER YOURSELF ASKED) know that what you 
and we do here is part of a Big Vision, something cosmic, creating space for the edge effect to happen and for God to 
grow among us.   
  
Let Lent come into your life and guide you once again this year toward the spirit of the one who has created a space 
for God in our lives.   
 

                                                                                                                                                     Blessings,  
                                                                                                                                                     Ron  
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UUCF at GA: Minneapolis, June 23 -27, 2010 

  

We will again this year be a part of a large booth exhibit and will sponsor pro-
grams at the booth. We will have our own large space but also be cooperating 
with the UU Buddhist Fellowship, the UU Mystics in Community, the UUs For Jew-
ish Awareness, and Covenant of UU Pagans. Conversations, free resources, sale 
items, and also we will hold programs at the booth on The Bible, on Christians in 
UU Congregations, and a part of a panel on theological diversity. More informa-
tion in future Good News about these programs and our Dinner and Hymn Sing 
and more.  
  
Our feature presentation at GA this year will be the UUCF Communion Ser-
vice at GA Thursday, June 24, 2:45 to 4 pm, Convention Center Room 208 A -
D. Our communion service is part of the official program again this year, on 
a year to year basis. One of the most dynamic preachers in our movement 
will bring the communion sermon. It will be the  Rev. Alma Faith Crawford,  a 
minister with  First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh . . 

Suzanne P. Meyer -- A Remembrance 
by Rev. Melanie Morel-Ensminger 

Editor's Note: The Rev. Suzanne Meyer, who recently resigned from the UUCF Board 

for health reasons and was a preacher at one of our national Revivals and served on 

Revival planning teams, died Jan. 23.  

Brilliant Preacher, inspired teacher, meticulous scholar, gifted writer, devoted colleague, caring mentor, delicious 

raconteur, sparkling wit, devout Christian, dedicated Unitarian Universalist -- and my best friend. Suzanne Meyer 

was all of these, and more. It is perhaps an indication of her influence on so many lives that this minister -- who 

never held powerful positions in our movement -- was honored in death by Memorial Services, not just in Chey-

enne, Wyoming, the last congregation she served, but also in Atlanta, Georgia, St. Louis, Missouri,  Tulsa, Okla-

homa, and New Orleans. Part of me thinks even 5 services won't do her justice. 

 

She had a profound, if subtle, influence on the UUCF. She often suggested somewhat "unorthodox" speakers and 

committee members (including, way back in 1993, this writer) for UUCF openings. At GA in Phoenix she gathered 

a group of UU Christian "insurgents" to plot either revolution or a new alternative UU Christian organiza-

tion.  Through this partially ironic attempt, the UUCF was gently pushed in new directions, welcoming folks from 

the South and West -- Suzanne's areas of expertise-- and opening up new Christian perspectives in the UUCF. 

 

Her personal ways of expressing herself theologically were often colorful. She used to say that she and God were 

like an old married couple -- sometimes mad and not speaking, and other times so close that talking was not neces-

sary. Either way, she said, it was always a relationship. 

 

Close to death, she answered a parishioner's question about what happened next. "I came from Love and I'll go 

back to Love. I don't need to know any more than that." 

 

Those Privileged to keep the last vigil with her heard her in the pre-dawn hours of Saturday, January 23, saying 

over and over in tones of wonder, "So beautiful." And a few hours later, as if conversation, we heard her say, "I 

understand, I understand." She never spoke again -- but it was enough. 

  

Through the ministries of the many colleagues she advised, mentored, inspired, and influenced, she will live on. In 

the hearts of the parishioners she preached to, counseled and comforted, advised and taught, her influence will be 

felt for years to come. 

GA Communion 

Service Preacher-

Rev. Alma Faith 

Crawford 

Rev. Suzanne Meyer 
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Come be a part of our spiritually uplifting, 

community forming, personally deepening UUCF 

Revival Retreat  transforming lives and our 

movement. Plan now to attend Thursday Oct. 14 to 

Sunday Oct. 17 at Horizon Unitarian Universalist 

Church in Carrollton, Texas in the Dallas area. This 

will be our ninth such gathering since the first in 

New Orleans in 1999. 

Keynote lectures will be presented by Dr. Bernard 

Brandon Scott and the Rev. John Buehrens. 

Brandon Scott will explore "Re-Imagining Jesus 

along with Peter, Paul, and Mary and the other 

radical early disciples.” He is a much sought after 

speaker as a founding fellow of the Jesus Seminar, a 

parables and Christian scriptures scholar, 

Distinguished Professor of New Testament at 

Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa, author of 

“Re-Imagine the World,” “Hear Then The Parable,” 

"Hollywood Dreams and Biblical Stories” and the 

just released ground-breaking "Sound Mapping the 

New Testament." He is a frequent presenter on 

progressive Christian videos produced by 

www.livingthequestions.com. 

John Buehrens is the new co-author with Rev. 

Rebecca Parker of "A House For Hope: Progressive 

Faith in the 21st Century”. He is minister of First 

Parish in Needham, Mass. He is a past president of 

the Unitarian Universalist Association, author of 

“Understanding the Bible,” and of “A Chosen 

Faith” with Forrest Church. Ordained in 1973, he 

served congregations in Knoxville, Tennessee, 

Dallas, Texas, and New York City. A graduate of 

Harvard College and of Harvard Divinity School, 

he is cited as a “scholar, organizer, but above all,  

 

pastor,” John has been awarded three honorary 

doctorates. He has taught seminary courses in 

history, theology, preaching, and the practice of 

ministry. Long a leader in interfaith cooperation for 

peace and justice, John currently serves as national 

co-chair for Freedom to Marry 

(www.freedomtomarry.org). He also serves on the 

Board of the Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee (www.uusc.org), and as UU 

Denominational Counselor and Instructor in UU 

Polity and Practices at Harvard Divinity School. 

John has been married since 1972 to the Reverend 

Gwen Langdoc Buehrens, a priest in the Episcopal 

Church. 

The Revival/Retreat will feature many opportunities 

for worship, workshops, small groups, social time, 

service project, and bookstore. See below for 

current information on the schedule and programs 

and check back often to www.uuchristian.org/

revival where you can also get information to 

register now by mail with online registration 

beginning in July. 

 

Thursday, Oct. 14:  
1 pm registration open with book browsing, 

orientation, and more;  

2 to 5 pm Centering and Contemplative Prayer 

Workshop and More Activities; Dinners on own or 

in arranged groups;  

7 to 8:15 pm Opening Worship with Multi-Church 

Choir from Dallas Area UU Churches; worship 

leaders Rev. Dennis Hamilton of Horizon UU 

Church and area UU ministers;  

8:30 to 8:50 pm Compline Worship Service of 

Daily Office;  

9 pm Social Time Out Option or Hospitality suite at 

host hotel. 

 

 

 

                                 UUCF Revival/Retreat 2010 

Rediscovering Jesus and Communities of Hope 

Keynote Lecturers: Brandon Scott and John Buehrens 

http://www.livingthequestions.com
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/
http://www.uusc.org/
http://www.uuchristian.org/revival
http://www.uuchristian.org/revival
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Friday, Oct. 15:  
8:30 to 8:50 am Matins 

Daily Office and 

Registration continues;  

9 am Welcome and 

Announcements;  

9:30 to 10:15 am Small 

Group Session #1;  

10:30 to 11:30 am Taize 

Worship; Noon Lunch at 

church offered as part of 

registration;  

1:30 to 2:45 pm Workshops;  

      3 - 4:30 pm Mission Project 

and Reflection Time;  

4:30 to 5:30 Break;  

5:30 - 6:45 pm Dinner at the church as part of 

registration cost;  

7 to 8:30 pm Revival Lecture: Brandon Scott;  

8:45 to 9 pm Compline;  

9 pm Social Time Out Option or Hospitality suite 

host hotel near church  

                                                                                         

Saturday, Oct. 16:  
8:30 to 8:50 am Matins and 

Registration;  

9 to 9:45 am Small Group 

Sessions #2 Plus Special Group 

Welcome and Presentation on UU 

Christianity for those with one-day 

revival experience not in a small 

group from Friday;  

10 am: Communion Service,    

preacher will be the Rev. Tom 

Wintle of First Parish in Weston, 

MA, and for 25 years the Editor of the UU Christian 

Journal;  

Noon Lunch Program as part of registration costs;  

1:30 to 2:45 pm: Revival Lecture: John Buehrens;  

3 to 4:15 pm: Workshops, including one going 

deeper on lecture presentation by John Buehrens, 

and one by Keynoter Brandon Scott on “Re-Imagine 

The Resurrection”;  

4:30 pm: Small Group Sessions #3;  

5:30 pm: Prayer and Healing and Baptism Service; 

6:30 pm Dinners Out Together in Area restaurants;  

9 pm Hospitality Suite at a host hotel near the church  

 

Sunday, Oct. 17:  
9 am Closing Worship Circle then Worship at 

Horizon or area UU churches 
 

Registration is available now by sending in the 

information below (or printed off and mailed in from 

the website) by mail to the UUCF office PO Box 

6702 Turley, OK  74156; 918-691-3223 or  

918-794-4637 

  

Scholarships are available for young adults under 35 

years, for seminarians, and possibly for others in need 

upon request.  Contact the office for more 

information. 

  

Full Time Fee: early discount by Sept. 19: $150; 

afterwards $175; three meals included if registration 

by Oct. 7. 

Lecture Package Fee: For Friday evening/Saturday 

All Day, early discount by Sept. 19, $65; afterwards 

$75; Sat. lunch included if registration by Oct. 7. 

Cancellations accepted with refund until Oct. 7.  

Please Add At least $50 to fee if you are able to in 

order to provide scholarships for others, increasing 

our diversity and enriching the experience for all, in 

the spirit of Jesus. 

  

The Revival Team includes  
 

Dean Drake, UUCF Vice President, as chair;  

Rev. Tony Lorenzen of Pathways Church near 

Dallas, as worship coordinator;  

Rev. Dennis Hamilton, Horizon, workshop 

coordinator;  

Rev. Melanie Morel-Ensminger of New Orleans, 

small groups coordinator;  

Gil Guerrero , UUCF Secretary and Horizon Church 

Administrator, local logistics.  

Rev. Lillie Mae Henley, UUCF Board liaison for 

Events, also assists, and as the following Revival/

Retreat will be held at the church where she is pastor, 

Universalist National Memorial Church in 

Washington, D.C. in Spring, 2012.   
 
 

Brandon Scott 

John Buehrens 



Why I am a Unitarian Universalist Christian  

( Continued from page 1 ) 

 
through the hospitality of strangers and the writings of Unitarian and Universalist theologians. During a post-college study 

abroad adventure in England, I stumbled upon the Unitarian Temple in the  heart of Manchester amid one of my most difficult 

bouts of homesickness. Warmly welcomed by the small congregation, I felt immediately at home, sure that I was where I was 

supposed to be, when worship in that lovely chapel began. Although it had taken a trip to England, I came home to my faith and 

my people that cold winter Sabbath morning. 

 

It was also in England that I began to learn more about the Christian roots of our Association. Inspired by Channing’s 

conception of self-culture, my relationship with God grew as I began to consider the care of my soul and my growth in likeness 

to Christ as responsibilities at least partly within the purview of my agency. And my experience of God as Comforter deepened 

as I came to understand from Ballou the wholly redeeming power of God’s love in the face of even the greatest evil. 

 

It is my experience of God, possible for me only through my relationship with Christ Jesus, that sustains my faith that God’s 

community of love and justice will indeed be made manifest. I am a Unitarian Universalist because our tradition takes very 

seriously humanity’s responsibility to build God’s community, and I am a Christian because I believe that work is impossible 

without the guidance and power of God. And I am a Unitarian Universalist Christian because my faith practice in response to 

my relationship with Christ is grounded and finds its fullest expression within the Unitarian Universalist tradition. 

President's Column  
( Continued from page 2 )  

 
Part of our reason for wanting to do this is because, to quote Thurman, "a (vital) religious experience can only 
be spread by contagion..." For me, that means that my excitement about the UUCF is not something that should 
be a private affair .  I want to be the leaven that helps other groups in the UUCF to rise; to spark a renewed interest in 
liberal religion in general, and in Unitarian Universalist Christianity in particular.  I want to help this particular faith of ours 
to bloom. 
  
I hope you do too.  I hope you'll welcome a call from a member of the Board of Trustees as we not only reach out to you 
Spirit, but in conversation and will ask for your renewed commitment to the Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship.   
  
Now, if you'll excuse me, I've got to go see if this week's bread has risen--but either way; risen or not--I will bow to the 
mystery, and give thanks for the leaven. 
  
Blessings, 
Kathleen Rolenz 
UUCF President (June 2010) 
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